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UM News Tips
University Communications • The University of Montana • Missoula. MT 59812 • (406) 243-2522
Jan. 17, 1997
■  UM PROF LENDS H ISTO R IC A L PERSPECTIVE TO ROE V. W AD E -  As the 24th 
anniversary of the landmark Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision approaches, a UM 
associate professor offers a historical perspective on the still wildly controversial abortion 
rights battle. "I'd  rather let other people advocate one side or another," says historian 
Michael Mayer, but "the discussion would be better, and maybe calmer, if people had more 
information. A historical perspective lets you see how things got to be the way they are." 
Mayer has studied the legal history o f abortion in this country from the first 19th century 
laws against it through the Jan. 22, 1973, ruling and the current legal debate. He can be 
reached at home, (406) 543-7904, or at his UM office, (406) 243-2088.
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